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discipline. I have always tried to carry conviction to my
co-workers, to carry their hearts and their reasons with me. I
shall o-o on doing so always, but where you cannot follow, you
will have to have faith. In ordinary warfare^ a soldier cannot
reason why. In onr warfare, there is enough, scope for reasoning,
but there is a limit to it. You will go on arguing until you are
convinced, but when no conviction comes you must fall back

on faith."

With these words he explained -why there was no
alternative for him but to reject the Award. This argu-
ment has been summarized more than once in these pages.
As I have shown, it -was essentially a moral issue, but
Gandhiji had no difficulty in showing that it could not
but have the best results.

"There is now the way of negotiation open to you^ but If you
cannot think of it, it is open to you to fight. 'In fact, if I had
not cast away the Award, the fight would have been long delayed.
I have saved you a few months. But you can overthrow my lea-
dership and be free.   From the point of view of safyagraha^
there is nothing but good coming out of the decision. A general
is none the worse for realisation of his weakness and for atoning
for his sin. In fact, sin, ignorance, weakness are synonymous,
and in asking for the Viceroy's intervention and clinging to the
Award I was guilty of all the three. When a general purifies him-
self, as I have done, far from weakening his army he adds to its
strength enormously."

MORE ABOUT THE NEW LIGHT

The essence of the new technique lies in faith in the
convertibility of the opponent by means of purest non-
violence. Gandhiji explained it once again in the course
of a talk to the workers.

"There should not be the least little suspicion in your mind that
Durbar Viravala cannot be converted, no matter how non-violent
you may be. Do you mean to say that he is the concentrated es-
sence of evil in Kathiawad ? Let me assure you that we in his
position might have done no better. Every one of us is a mix-
ture of good and evil. Is there not plenty of evil in us ? There
is enough, of it in me and I always pray to God to putge me of it.
The difference that there is between human beings is the differ-
ence of degree, and you must always try to place yourself in the
position of the man you are about to judge. Virtue lies in
discovering the best in your opponent and in appealing to it."